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« WHAT’S ON  »

What are your favorite  
orchestral pieces?

This is a tough question. Beethoven’s 
Ninth Symphony is undeniably the 

greatest—it changed the world. One 
composer who means a great deal to me 
is Shostakovich. His Fifth Symphony, to 
me, is one of the most profound pieces. 
The swan theme of Sibelius’s Fifth Sym-
phony just punches every button that I 
have. Sibelius is trying to describe, in 
music, the most profound experience 
he ever had in nature: watching 16 
swans take off together from a river. In 
the start of the last movement we hear 
them taking off, and then it launches 
into a beautiful theme.

How can a first-time concertgoer 
prepare for the experience?

Be willing to experience something 
new. Do some research on the com-

posers and pieces beforehand, and 
arrive 10 minutes early to read the pro-
gram notes. And bring a date—these 
things are meant to be shared and dis-
cussed.

Appreciating 
Orchestral Music
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« Q       A »&  

The mission of BYU’s School of Music 
is simple, explains Kory L. Katseanes, 

school director and director of orches-
tras: “We seek truth in great music.” 
But some concertgoers may struggle 
to appreciate orchestral music. To help, 
Katseanes offers advice about finding 
enjoyment and truth in this centuries-
old art.

ONLINE

WATCH THE WINNERS
Why would a bunch 
of lemmings jump 
off a cliff ? How do 
piñatas really feel 
about their lot in 
life? Why do humans 
have heads? Find out 

the entertaining answers as you watch 
award-winning shorts the BYU Center 
for Animation recently released online.
WEB: more.byu.edu/animationwinners

ON CAMPUS

SMALL-TOWN DRAMA
Join in as the Depart-
ment of Theatre and 
Media Arts takes you to 
Grover’s Corners, N.H., 
in its performance  
of Thornton Wilder’s 
Pulitzer Prize–winning 
Our Town, once called “the greatest 
American play ever written,” Nov. 21–
Dec. 11.
WEB: more.byu.edu/ourtown

ON SCREEN

A HEAVENLY CHORUS
Together George Frideric Handel and 
Charles Jennens created one of the 
best-known oratorios in Western music. 
Learn the story behind their beloved 
work in BYUtv’s docudrama Handel’s 
Messiah, which will premiere Dec. 7.

How can one get the most from  
an orchestra concert?

Some people say that they just don’t 
understand orchestral music. But 

you don’t have to—if you just sit and 
listen, you will hear something that 
touches you. Get in touch with your 
feelings, and music will be a direct voice 
to you. Watch the performers; they will 
tell you how to feel. Also, notice the lan-
guage of musical expression—dynamics. 
Sometimes you have to lean forward 
to hear the music, and sometimes it 
will blow you back in your seat. Those 
moments create emotions. Beyond that, 
listen for melodies. The power of melo-
dies is that they get stuck in your head—
that’s why people have favorite pieces.

WEB: Find more of Katseanes’s orches-
tral picks and listen to them online at 
magazine.byu.edu/orchestra.

SWIMMING

SWIMMING WITH THE STARS: Jacob B. Taylor (’16), Hayden C. 
Palmer (’15), right, and Chad N. Sorensen (’16) placed in 
the top 50 at the USA Swimming National Champi-
onships against the nation’s fastest—including 
Olympic gold medalist Michael Phelps.

LAW SCHOOL

COMBATING DISCORD: Professor Benjamin J. Cook (MA 
’01, MEd ’01) and law students Sofia M. Ocampo (’15) 
and Joshua J. Wilkinson (’15) created a manual and 
training program designed to help resolve citizen-
government disputes in Costa Rica.


