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BYU’s Lytle Preserve attracts visitors from 
around the world, especially in springtime, 

when birds abound and vegetation is abloom.
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When you visit the Lytle Ranch 
Preserve, three happy Labradors 

might run out to meet you, graciously 
guiding you along narrow gravel roads. 
Once you reach the ranch house, the 
next happy face you’ll see belongs to 
cowboy-hatted Heriberto Madrigal, the 
ranch’s on-site manager, eager to show 
off the place he works so diligently to 
maintain.
 The Lytle Ranch Preserve, a natural 
oasis and outdoor classroom that BYU 
officially acquired in 1986, has made 
quite a comeback. In 2010 the roughly 
600-acre ranch, part of the low-lying Bea-
ver Dam Wash in southern Utah, suffered 
several million dollars’ worth of damage 
from a major flood. Buildings, fences, irri-
gation lines, and other structures have 
since been rebuilt and a pueblo-style 
bunkhouse added for visitors.
 An extension of the Monte L. Bean 
Life Science Museum, the preserve is 
a uniquely stunning desert scene best 
known for its diverse flora and fauna, 
attracting worldwide scientists, stu-

dents, Scout groups, campers, and curi-
ous visitors. The ranch sits at the end of 
a remote 12-mile dirt road, just miles 
from the Arizona and Nevada borders. 
It’s the only place where the Mojave 
Desert crosses into Utah and is valu-
able as a quiet sanctuary for wildlife and 
travelers alike. Its function is threefold: 
preservation efforts, student research, 
and professional research.
 Consider it a biologist’s natural 
library. Different disciplines need dif-
ferent resources, and outdoor research 
is essential for biology students, says 
Kenneth W. Packer (BA ’75, MEd ’86), 
preserve coordinator. “It’s one thing to 
study nature in a classroom or labora-
tory and another to study in nature,” he 
says. It’s the perfect setting: with 290 
species of birds and other critters like 
insects, toads, crawdads, Gila monsters, 
and coyotes populating the preserve, 
there is certainly no shortage of biologi-
cal wonders.
 Twelve BYU students studied at 
the preserve this spring, fusing biol-
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ogy, English, and art to create insect 
field guides, intended as a resource for 
visitors to the Lytle Preserve or nearby 
Zion National Park. “Our idea was to do 
this not in a classroom but on location 
so the students would be immersed in 
the three disciplines,” explains art pro-
fessor Mark A. Graham.
 With help from Graham, biology pro-
fessor C. Riley Nelson (PhD ’86), and 
English professor John S. Bennion (MA 

’81), students spent their time collect-
ing and drawing insects, writing guide 
descriptions, and even painting land-
scapes. The professors hope that the 
students came to “understand, appreci-
ate, and have a reverence for the natural 
world, ” says Graham.
 Packer believes the Lytle Preserve is 
not only an asset to BYU but also to the 
world. He speaks of its impact in terms 
of research and knowledge, and “hope-
fully that knowledge will help people be 
better stewards, to be able to appreciate 
God’s creation and understand it.”

—Caroline Bliss Larsen (’15)

EDUCATION

TECHY TEACHERS: McKay stu- 
dents took home half the awards 
in the teacher category of an 
international digital storytell-
ing competition.

CAMPUS NOTE

NEW DEAN: Lee J. Glines (MPA ’87, 
PhD ’96) took over as dean of Con-
tinuing Education, replacing Wayne 
J. Lott (MS ’69, PhD ’75), who retired 
after working at BYU for 40 years.

KENNEDY CENTER

OUR BRITISH HOME: After 
a six-month renovation, 
the BYU London Centre 
reopened in June to study-
abroad students.


